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It has been an outstanding year for the School of Public Administration  (SPA). This year we 
were recognized for several major achievements, in particular: 
Å Our rankings by US News & World Report went up in several areas. We are now ranked 

6th in the nation in information technology and management, 9 th in public finance and 
budgeting, 13th in city management and urban policy, 15 th in public management 
administration, and 18 th in nonprofit management. In the broad category of public 
affairs we ranked 27th out of 269 universities. 

Å The School was selected for the Chancellorõs Strategic Planning Award for Academic 
excellence in November. 

Å Chancellorõs Step Up Awards were received by the Space Grant & EPSCoR Office, and 
by John Bartle. 

Å Robert Moser won the Safety Representative of the Year Award from the Federal 
Aviation Administr ation - Central Region 

Å Four faculty were recognized for their outstanding research and teaching by being 
named to endowed chairs. Dale Krane is the Kayser Professor, Richard Box and 
Christine Reed are both Regents/Foundation Professors, and John Bartle is the David 
Scott Diamond Professor 

Å We were awarded over $2.4 million in grants.  
 
We continue to make major scholarly contributions, win significant grants, provide quality 
educational programs, provide valued training opportunities, do significant community  service, 
and lead national and international organizations.  
 

 
Our goal is simple: To be the best in the nation at what we do.  
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Transitions 
Å We welcomed two new faculty: Scott Vlasek and Angela Eikenberry . 
Å Patrick OõNeil is finishing up his Ph. D. from our  doctoral program , and will join us in 

August to teach aviation administration courses. Bryce Hoflund of Virginia Tech will 
join us in January 2009 to teach health policy and administration courses. 

Å We are eagerly awaiting our move into the new CPACS Building in August 2008.  
 

Research 
¶ Faculty have published 23 journal articles and book chapters in numerous outlets 

including the following:  
o Public Administration Review 
o Public Budgeting & Finance 
o Journal of Public Budgeting, Accounting & Financial Management 
o Public Performance and Management Review 
o Publius 
o Administration & Society 
o Administrative Theory & Praxis 
o International Journal of Public Administration 
o Journal of Public Administration Education 
o American Behavioral Scientist 
o The Social Science Journal 
o Nonprofit Management and Leadership 
o PA Times 
o The Public Manager 
o International Lacanian Review 

¶ Faculty have also published several monographs and agency reports. 

¶ Three books are being published by faculty this year, all on high impact topics with 
well -placed publishers.  

¶ Faculty have recently been awarded grants from the following organizations:  
o US Department of Transportation  
o US Department of Justice 
o US Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
o Omaha Public Power District  
o University of Nebraska Medical Center  
o City of Omaha 
o Kellogg Foundation  
o Aspen Foundation  
o Community -Campus Partnership for Health  
o Iowa West Foundation  
o National Aeronautics and Space Administration  

 

Educational Programs 
¶ School enrollments are at an all-time high.  Undergraduate enrollments in Public 

Administration and Urban Studies increased by 48% over last year. 

¶ The BGS concentration in non-profit administration went online this fall , and we 
increased our undergraduate online enrollments in PA and Urban Studies by over 
1000%.  
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¶ The Certified Public Manager program began in January, 2008. It is a nationally 
recognized certification and we have sole authority to deliver it in Nebraska. A n 
excellent, diverse group of practitioners formed  our first class. 

¶ We run the Great Plains Local Government Management Seminar, an annual seminar 
for city managers and administrators in Nebraska, Iowa and South Dakota.  

¶ We are working with the College of Public Health , University of Nebraska Medical 
Center (UNMC),  to help develop thei r doctoral programs, and to transition  the 
administration of the Masters in Public Health program to UNMC.  

¶ Doctoral graduates are placed at good universities, including Iowa State, Oklahoma 
State, University of South Florida, Bridgewater State, Central Missouri State, Sun Yat-
Sen University, UNMC , and several schools and departments in our College. Others are 
working in top level jobs in the public and nonprofit sectors.  

¶ MPA and Urban Studies students did internships with the following organizations: 
Global Innovation and Strategy Center, American Lung Association, Destination 
Midtown, US Department of Veterans Affairs, City of Bellevue, Lothrop Magnet Center , 
Nebraska Investment Finance Author ity and Brush Up Nebraska.  

¶ NASA and Aviation institute internships were with Lockheed Martin, Nebraska Surgical 
Solutions, Honeybee Robotics, NASA Langley Research Center, Midwest Airlines, 
Omaha Airport Authority, Omaha Police Department Air Support Unit , Strategic Air 
and Space Museum, Transportation Security Administration . 

¶ The NASA Nebraska Space Grant sponsored 300 students to meet with major aerospace 
companies at the Strategic Space & Defense Conference in Omaha. 

¶ Two scholarship funds were established. We have a campaign ò100 for 100ó to 
encourage 100 people to give $100 to allow us to endow a scholarship. 

¶ Scholarships totaling $23,000 were awarded to Aviation Institute students this year.  

¶ The Aviation Institute Golf Classic, in its 12 th year, raised $3,000. 

¶ Our alumni organization, Public Administrati on Graduates Organization, has strong 
leadership and has developed a clear plan to involve alumni and help the School . 

¶ The NASA Nebraska Space Grant sponsored 14 students to attend the òSeminar on 
Establishing Aviation Policyó in Washington DC and the Women in Aviation  
International Conference in San Diego. 

¶ The Aviation Institute F light Team placed first in flight and fifth overall in the National 
Intercollegiate Flying Association Regional Competition hosted by Park College of St. 
Louis University . They raised $5400 to help cover their expenses. 
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Service 
¶ Faculty are leaders of national level organizations including:  

o American Society for Public Administration (National Council)  
o National Association for Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (Executive 

Council, Committee on Peer Review and Accreditation, and several accreditation 
site visits) 

o Two faculty are fellows of the Congressionally -chartered National Academy of 
Public Administration (NAPA). Several are involved in NAPAõs Standing 
Committee for Social Equity  

o PA Theory Network  
o Conference on Minority Public Administrators  
o Association for Budgeting and Financial Management  
o Section on Transportation Policy and Administration (Chair and  Treasurer) 
o Transportation Research Forum 
o Aviation Accreditation Board International  
o University Aviation Association  

¶ Journals and annual volumes edited or co-edited in SPA include: 
o Administrative Theory & Praxis 
o Journal of Air Transportation 
o Lacanian Compass 
o Publius annual edition on Federalism 
o Research in Public Administration, annual volume 

¶ Significant leadership of local and state community organizations include:  
o Building Bright Futures  
o Governorõs Technology Council 
o Omaha City Pension Board (Vice-Chair) 
o Omaha City Personnel Board (Chair) 
o Omaha Public Library Foundation (Secretary)  
o Omaha by Design 
o Nebraska Association of Counties ð Institute of Excellence 
o Nebraska City Management Association 
o Nebraska Municipal Clerks Instit ute and Master Academy (Director)  
o Nebraska Judicial Nominating Commission (District 4)  
o Nebraska GIS Steering Committee 
o Great Plains Public Health Leadership Institute  
o Urban League ð Presidential Search Committee 
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¶ University leadership roles include: 
o Faculty Senate (President) 
o Graduate Council (Chair, Committee on Courses, Programs and Evaluations) 
o Center for Organizational Research and Evaluation (Co-Director)  
o Twelve-Month Task Force (Co-Chair) 
o University Ombudsman  
o Staff Advisory Counci l 
o Distance Education Advisory Committee  
o Parking Committee  
o Flying Mavericks  
o Women in Aviation, International Chapter  

¶ International activities:  
o Testimony to Canadian Parliament: John Bartle 
o Brazil: Gary Marshall  
o China: John Bartle 
o Estonia and Czech Republic: Ken Kriz  
o Norway: Alice Shumaker  
o Thailand: Arwiphawee Srithongrung  

 
 

 


